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Critique and Evaluation of the Most Famous Argument of Sadrian
Principality of Existence with Its Manifold Assertions

Mahmood Hedayatafza *

Abstract

Deliberating on Mulla Sadra Shirazi’s works, we realize that the most
important or at least the most famous positive argument of the principality
of existence is the argument by the causality of existence in certainty of
objects (quiddities) which is presented as two reasons in Al-Mashaer
merely because of the difference in the assertions and not the substance.
Furthermore, some contemporary scholars have considered Molla Hadi
Sabzevary and Molla Modarres Zonouzi’s assertions of this argument as
new arguments. As a result, different assertions of the same argument are
considered four separate arguments due to disregarding the philosophic
principles enshrined in these assertions, the content of
their premises and their conclusions. Further confirmation of this claim
comes from similar criticisms raised by different scholars against these
assertions. In this regard, theory of attribution of quiddities to the forger,
emphasis on quiddities being forged in essence without the merits of
restraining and the problem of “begging the question” in terms of some
subjective principles have attracted the attention of the critics more than
anything else. The aim of the present paper, is to describe each of the
assertions of this argument and then reflect on the critiques of critics on
this argument after explaining the equality of these arguments in terms of
their premises and their substance, and also intermediate and initial
assumptions. In this respect, it is concluded that the problem of begging
the question is more dominant in the sbove-mentioned argument.

Key Terms: Mulla Sadra, existence, principality, credibility, non-sensical
essence, attribution to forger, merits of restraining, forged in essence,
begging the question.
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The Attributes of a Philosophy Aspirant from the Perspective of
Islamic Philosophers
Reza Akbari*
Saeed Hassanzade™
Abstract
Islamic philosophers such as Al-Farabi, Ikhwan Ai-Safa, Avicenna,

Suhrawardi and Mulla Sadra have mentioned a number of attributes for
the philosophy aspirant. These attributes are either moralistic or
knowledge-based. The knowledge-based attributes are divided into those
related to the aspirant’s modes over the process of studying philosophy
and those related to knowledge bases considered as pre-requisites for
studying metaphysics. Some attributes are relevant to some special
philosophical systems and some are common to all. Some are considered
as necessary and not subject to substitution and some as unnecessary.
From among the moralistic attributes we can refer to keeping away from
inordinate desires and aspirations of high positions and adherence to a
religious belief system. From among the pre-requisite knowledge bases
we can refer to the study of math and science as pre-requisites for the
study of peripatetic philosophy. Logic is needed for studying any type of
philosophy which requires logical argumentation but it is not essential.

Key Terms: philosophy instruction, philosophy aspirant, Islamic

philosophy, Al-Farabi, Ikhwan Ai-Safa, Avicenna, Suhrawardi, Mulla

Sadra.
* Imam Sadegh University r.akbari@isu.ac.ir
* Imam Sadegh University saeed.hassanzade@gmail.com

Reception date: 95/12/24 Acceptance date: 96/7/4
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Previous Divine Knowledge and Human Freedom of the Will from
the Point of Mulla Sadra
Abbas Abbaszadeh *
Samaneh Arjmand Manesh™

Abstract

In the discussion of determinism and freedom of the will, the determinists
have taken the incompatibility of the divine prior knowledge and human
freedom of the will as a pre-text for their deterministic views. Accordingly,
some others have taken for granted the human freedom of the will and
rejected the divine prior knowledge, and still a third group have considered
the divine knowledge as a passive and subordinated one which has no role in
human acts. In this context, Mulla Sadra is one of the philosophers whose
theory can clarify the issue; for he insists on accepting the divine prior
knowledge and human authority simultaneously and regards the divine prior
knowledge as actional knowledge which plays a creational role in relation to
creatures and their acts. In many cases (mental existence, quality, the unity of
reason and wisdom), he has proposed knowledge as a divine attribute. Mulla
Sadra solves the difficulty of understanding the divine knowledge by
employing his own fundamental principles, including the law of
comprehensive truth and the uncertainty levels of existence. He regards the
previous knowledge of the most high Necessary existent as concise
knowledge which is no different from detailed discovery. He believes that
God is not enclosed and limited in time and there is no locality aspect to
God’s knowledge. Mulla Sadra, proving man’s authority through personal
unity, claims that similar to the lack of contradiction between God's previous
knowledge and the natural causality as the means, there is no contradiction
between human free will and the requirement of divine previous knowledge.
In fact, Mulla Sadra resembles divine knowledge to the divine nature saying
that as the divine nature is the cause of existence which has not contradiction
with the law of causality, the divine active prior knowledge like divine nature
has also no contradiction with man’s authority and power. By this argument,
he rejects the doubt of determinism implied by the divine prior knowledge. In
this regard, the followers of Mulla Sadra's school have put emphasis on the
comprehensiveness of his theory.

Key Terms: Prior Knowledge, Determinism, Authority, Comprehensive
Truth, Personal Unity of Existence, Mulla Sadra.

* University of Tabriz aabaszadeh@tabrizu.ac.ir
** University of Tabriz arjmand30@gmail.com
Reception date: 95/12/28 Acceptance date: 96/5/31
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The Study of the Unity of Divine Acts in the Holy Quran and Islamic
Traditions and Its Conformity with Mystic Ontology

Abdolreza Salami Zavareh *
Hassan Saeedi™*
Abstract

Unity of Divine Acts is a challenging issue not only because of its
scientific understanding and practical considerations but also because of
its apparent conflict with human will. Asharites gave priority to the
Divine Acts over human will and Mutazilis took side with human will and
delegation. It is only Imamiah followers who, in pursuit of the
interpretation of their elders, accept human will parallel to Unity of
Divine Acts and Divine Will, according to the perspective of “a command
in between two commands”. The philosophers’ and Gnostic’s perspective
is very close to the Imamiah perspective. But Gnostics have attended to
this issue more closely and provided a more accurate interpretation of
oneness of existence in the sense of providing proof for human will as the
manifestation of the divine attribute (or name). Adopting a library
research method, the present paper aims to explain the unity of existence
from a mystic perspective relying on Quranic verses and Islamic

traditions.
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The Divinity of Jesus: The Main Dispute Between Quran and
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Abstract
Whatever mentioned in the Quranic verses about Jesus and Christianity
have always drawn the attention of Christian theologians and
missionaries. In recent times, however, in contrast with their traditional
approach, some Christian theologians have changed their tone and tried to
substitute opposition and dispute with reconciliation. The present article is
an attempt to show that there are two points in their approach that need to
be explained. First, they claim that Quran’s criticism, especially when
harsh words are used, is not directed toward official Christianity, but
toward some minority interpretations of Christianity. Second, they have
tried rigorously to reconcile the doctrine of Trinity to the doctrine of
Names and Attributes of Allah in the holy Quran, concluding that there is
no sharp and fundamental disagreement between Quran and Christianity.
In this article, however, it is demonstrated that given their premises and
claims there is still a basic disagreement; according to Christianity, Christ
has a central role in saving man while in the holy Quran both Christ and

Muhammad are considered as guides toward the Ultimate Truth.
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Abstract

Discussion on Divine word has an extremely significant impact on the
individual and social lives of believers as they originate from a Divine
source. The present article aims to investigate Divine word from
Ashatrites’ point of view. To this end, following introductory notes, the
Asharites’ views on divine word, the nature of God, eternity, non-
verbality, the one existent as distinct from knowledge and will are
delineated with adequate reasons. In their narrative reasoning, the
Asharites have drawn on the surface meaning of the verses of the holy
Quran and in their intellectual reasoning, they have made an attempt to
use the methods of division and allegories in their reasoning. The critique
of their views has focused on their foundational reasons case by case. The
conclusion is that their views on divine word are successive and
interdependent. In other words, they moved from attributing concreteness
to divine words to reach eternal word and spiritual word and to other
divine characteristics. Consequently, by the revocation of the initial
principle, other subsequent principles are successively revoked. In
addition, their intellectual and narrative reasoning is poor and short of
supporting their claims. Above all, the theory of spiritual word and its
consequences which are opposing to the Muslims’ accepted principles
lead to the denial of revelation and to the degradation of the divine word
to human word.

Key Terms : Asharites, divine word, eternal word, spiritual word, the
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Abstract
Right after the medieval ages in the west and when freedom became a
recurrent value of significance, the relationship between religion and
freedom was investigated by the Islamic scholars and researchers. The
present study is an attempt to investigate the foundations of freedom
within different Islamic schools of thought. Shiite sect is introduced,
based on reasoning, as an existing sect possessing the underlying thought
foundations for the idea of freedom. In addition, freedom, as a natural
right, is investigated based on the Islamic system of thought. Attempts are
made to investigate both the similarities and differences between the
Islamic and Western thought systems with regard to freedom as one of the
human's inherent rights using a comparative frame of reference. In fact,
humanism is considered to be the origin of freedom in the Western
thought system, while it is the human intellect that is considered the origin
of freedom in Islam and the means through which man can develop and
evolve. This is what God has referred to as blowing His soul into humans.
From the Islamic point of view, freedom is regarded as one element in the
geometry of prosperity. In other words, this issue has been treated as a
puzzle with a geometry. Values such as freedom, justice, security, wealth,

etc. are not regarded as independent and parallel. The difference between



the Islamic and Western perspectives with regard to inherent dignity
results in differences within the realm of freedom. From a western
perspective, resting upon Humanism, one’s freedom is limited by others'
freedom. However, from an Islamic perspective based upon reason, the
limits of freedom include individual's interests, society's interests and
moving beyond the boundaries of reason as well as others' freedom.
Moreover, the factors contributing to maintenance of freedom are also
investigated.
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